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Abstract 

This paper reports on survey result on the level of awareness in environmental 
issues among undergraduate architectural students in Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, 
UTM. This research focus on the basic environmental issues which includes climatic 
elements such as sun, wind and light; energy conscious in buildings and environmental 
friendly building design. The aim is to identify students awareness in environmental 
issues in their design projects. Results indicate that the level of awareness among students 
are high. In average more than 80% believe that climate can be the form giver to 
building design. More than 90% of the students agree that environmental issues, climatic 
elements and environmental sciences subject are important to designing. However, more 
than 50% of the students lack knowledge on current environmental issues. Contrast to 
that, more than 80% of the students in the upper years (4th and 6& year) agree that 
CAAD software and other sofhvare are important to enhance the environmental issues in 
their design. This paper suggest some future direction in the implementation of 
environmental issues in design among architectural students. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Environmental Issues In Architectural Education 
The oil crisis of the early 70's has led in major development in various field of interest 

particularly alternatives source of energy and renewable energy. Apart from that, the oil crisis 
also affects others fields, among others is the increased momentum in the development of passive 
solar and low energy architecture, green or sustainable architecture. Since then, energy and 
environmental sciences has been a forefiont in ine development of architecture thinking. In the 
US, COTE; Committee of the Environment, one of the committee in AIA; American Institute of 
Architecture, has been active since 1980 '~~  leading and coordinating the architect's involvement 
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