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Abstract 

This paper has been written to study on rapid landslide occurrence at the hillside development 
areas, in the Hulu Kelang. Being an urban area and highly populated, the impacts of these 
tragedies are detrimental to humans and properties. From literature, it is found that less action 
were taken by the architects to learn from the mistakes. From the landslides investigations 
reports, it is shown that landslides were caused mainly by failures of the retaining wall and other 
combinations factor like lack of maintenance, less coordination during construction stage and 
design problem. The question is what are architect's roles and contributions in reducing 
landslides in hillside development in Malaysia. The discussion will be on landslides: the causal 
factors, the impacts, mitigation actions and architectural aspects to be considered in designing the 
site plan. The site plan design that has been practiced on the hillside development area in the 
preview of the landslide tragedies that happened in Hulu Kelang. On the end the architect shall 
be aware of their roles and apprehend good design practice for hillside development in the future. 
Keywords: Hillside, Landslides, Development, Slopes, Building on Slopes, Architect, 
Architecture, 
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1.0 Introduction 

Impressive views, good ventilation and better natural lightings are the leading factors that make 
hillside housing a very interesting and exclusive area. The hilly and sloppy terrain combined with 
the creativity of a designer resulted with interesting architecture. The exclusiveness of the 
architectural design are enhanced with the resort style, making it look elite and resulted with 
people to lived and own properties in these area. This factor contributes to the increased of 
property value of the hillside area. 

This is one of the reasons why the hillside lands were developed, to make high profit from it. 
Another reason is insufficient flat land in urban area to develop. Looking from the other side of 
the story, most people forgot that the hillside is the most sensitive zone, since this area is prone to 
natural disaster which is landslides. There is a number of landslide disasters happened at this 
hillside development. The Highland Tower tragedy, the Taman Hill view tragedy and the Slopes 
failures near the Athenaeum tower are some of the examples of the development failure caused 
by landslides. It was happened in the urban area of Hulu Klang in the Klang Valley. 

In Malaysia, the landslides hazard mitigations problem has not been researched thoroughly. The 
scopes are broad and involve multidiscipline professionals and issues. Further more it requires 
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