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ABSTRACT 
Desertification constitutes one of the international environmental problems whose global 
importance has been recognized by the international community. This importance is 
clearly visible in the massive endorsement that states have given to the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification in those countries experiencing serious drought 
andlor desertification, particularly in Africa adopted in 1994. Desertification in Nigeria 
arises from the demands of increased populations that settle on the land in order to grow 
crops and graze animals. However, desertification is presently affecting the eleven 
northern states and is also considered the most pressing environmental problem and 
accounts for about 73% out of the estimated total cost of about US$5.110 billion per 
annum the country is losing arising from environmental degradation (UNCCD, 1999). 
This paper discusses the menace of desertification, the extent and the impact and having 
identified the causes of the problem, the paper recommends measures to combat 
desertification and mitigate the effect of drought in Nigeria. 
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Introduction 
United Nations defines desertification as land degradation in arid, semi-arid and dry sub- 
humid areas resulting from various factors, including climatic variations and human 
activities. Desertification affects about one sixth of the world's population, 70 per cent of 
all drylands, amounting to 3.6 billion hectares, and one quarter of the total land area of 
the world. The most obvious impact of desertification, in addition to widespread poverty, 
is the degradation of 3.3 billion hectares of the total area of rangeland, constituting 73 per 
cent of the rangeland with a low potential for human and animal carrying capacity; 
decline in soil fertility and soil structure on about 47 per cent of the drylands areas 
constituting marginal rain fed cropland; and the degradation of irrigated cropland, 
amounting to 30 per cent of the drylands areas with a high population density and 
agricultural potential (UNCCD 1992). 

Nigeria is a large country with a substantial part of its area extending into the Sudano- 
sahelian belt, which, together with the neighboring northern Guinea savanna, constitutes 
the dry lands of the country. With an estimated population of 140 million, human 
pressure on the land particularly in the marginal areas has continued to take its toll on the 
environment, resulting in desertification. Desertification is made very severe in the dry 
lands of the country by increasing human attempts to exploit the resources of the 
ecological zone in the face of persistent drought. Before now, Nigeria has been tackling 
the problem of desertification the best way it could, but with little success. It is now 
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