
Affect of Urban Design Aspects in the Urban Spaces Creation 

Rahrnan Tafahomi 
Supervisors: 

Dr. Hasanuddin Lamit, Dr. Ahmad Bushri 
Department of Architecture of Faculty Build Environment 

Universiti Teknologi Malaysia 

Abstract: 

The aim of this paper is to discuss the urban design process in new urban 
development of cities. Process of urban development Iranian cities is unable to create the 
quality in urban spaces. Some parts of the traditional urban spaces were damaged except 
for a few. The urban development follows the modernist model after the 1900s. The 
Master Plan in 1963s and the Development Plan of City and Surrounding Area in 1974s 
have less aspects of urban design knowledge. Therefore, in the new developments and 
intervention in the traditional parts of cities could not create quality urban spaces. Method 
of the study is by reviewing the content of urban development plans in Iran and 
recognition of the failures and shortages of urban design. In the survey of Mashhad in the 
northeast of Iran, the quality of urban spaces and the affect of this type of plans were 
analyzed qualitatively. It was anticipated in the study during the revision of the content of 
urban development plans and mixture of the urban design aspects can create new 
approach for simultaneous design in urban spaces of cities and the creation of quality 
urban spaces. The results of the research will be a new content of urban development 
plan. In this new type of content of plans there are design approaches in creating urban 
spaces as a result of urban design. Product of this research can be usehl to change the 
situation of urban spaces in the Iranian city because with the new knowledge of urban 
design, the urban spaces and public realm will be important indicators of quality of the 
life in the cities as the physical expression of democratization of public sphere. 

Introduction: 

Bacon (1 967) mentioned that the form of cities is as a pitiless indicator of the state 
of the civilization. Mass and spaces create the forms of cities as two major parts (Kreir, 
1979; Ching, 1996). Some authors wrote that the spaces of cities are important because 
they are a part of the public realm and common property (Tibbalds, 1993; Madanipour, 
1996; Lang, 2005). 

Nevertheless, Spaces of Iranian cities have less good and quality urban spaces 
(Azizi, 2000), except a few number of spaces there is a crisis in quality of urban spaces 
(Golkar, 2001; Farnahad, 2003). Mashhad is poor in the good urban spaces as a human 
setting to form social interaction, behavior pattern, and quality perception (Baftshar, 
2000; Farnahad, 2003; Moharnmadizade, 2006). Structure of cities in Iran show that cities 
before modernism have had urban spaces as human setting (Soltanzade, 1991, Saidniya, 
1995), but after modernism and especially after introduction of the Master Plan, the urban 
spatial structure changed and spaces were limited to streets, and roundabouts (Azizi, 
2000). Current situation of Mashhad show process of deconstruction the spaces continue 
and people use of squares and streets as the last opportunity to use as urban space. At 
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