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Abstract 

Among the main concerns of people growing old are staying and feel comfort in their 
living space. As elderly generally require more specialized care than the general population, 
many head for old-folks home because of the social security it offers. While staying put and tries 
to feel comfortable in the old-folks home, little is known about the type and amount of comfort 
that would satisfy the need of the elderly. Most importantly, in the temperate climate of the 
tropical countries like Malaysia, thermal comfort is a key to the satisfying comfort level the 
elderly could live for. This research is initiated to investigate the temperature comfort conditions 
of the elderly population in the old-folks home. The purpose is to find out range of suitable 
temperature of elderly aged between 60-50 pears old who are Iiving in old-folks home. The 
research hypothesizes that by having the right range of temperatures in the old-folks home, the 
quality of life can be improved and unnecessary suffering of residents during the hotter months 
can be mitigated. For this study, objective measurements and subjective measurements will be 
carried out. Empirical data will be collected using Thermal Comfort Data Logger. Also, part of 
the study is to investigate the elderly perception of the degree of comfort using questionnaire 
surveys. This research contributes to knowledge that will benefit the elderly in their quality of 
life. It further contributes to improvement in the planning, design, construction and operation of 
future facilities in the old-folks home. The results obtained with these measures also offer a new 
dimension to thermal comfort research. 
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