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ABSTRACT : 

Housing planning process is guided by several mechanisms in the planning system, fiom the 
preparation of structure and local plans to the development control process. In relation to the 
issues of overhang, unsold and oversupply, besides postulation that it is caused by housing market 
failures, there is also an argument which stated that this issues were also contributed by 
ineffectiveness of the current housing planning practice. In exploring its factuality, an empirical 
research has been conducted to explore both process and outcomes of development plans and 
development control in the Johor Bahru Conurbation area as a case study. The method of content 
analysis was used to analyse eight (N=8) structure plans, seven (N=7) local plans and eighty-two 
(n=82) housing development applications. Besides content analysis, a perception survey was 
also conducted using a structured questionnaire on sixty-one (N= 61) planners in the study area. 
To seek an insight views on the specific matters, an in-depth interview with the selected 
respondents will also be carried out after analysing data fiom the 'pro-formas7 and questionnaire. 
This paper aims to discuss the research methodology which was applied in evaluating the 
effectiveness of planning system in managing housing supply. Prior to that, this paper will 
briefly discusses on housing development issues and major findings from literature study. Finally, 
some of the results from preliminary data analysis will also be discussed. 
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1 -0 INTRODUCTION 

The planning system plays a pivotal role in housing sector to ensure all groups of 
population have an access to adequate and decent shelter. In Malaysia, the current planning 
mechanisms, particularly development plans and development control was recognised as a tool to 
guide the housing planning process (Alias et al., 2006a). Through preparation of structure plan, 
the housing development policies will be formulated to achieve various housing development's 
objectives. Prior to that, the future housing requirement for certain areas will be forecasted. 
Subsequently, the land amount, housing quantity and suitable areas for future housing 
development will be determined and distributed in the local plans. The housing planning process 
completed at the development approval stage, where each housing applications will be assessed 
before it is approved. Through these processes, the housing planning objectives either to meet 
population's housing needs as well as to Mfil actual households housing demand should be 
achieved. 

In relation to the determination of housing supply, theoretically, the housing market 
system should operate to achieve an equilibrium between housing demand and supply. However, 
in reality the housing market often fails to provide a balanced situation between demand and 
supply (Bramley, et al. 1995). Imperfection of the market system and unethical speculation by 
housing developers are amongst the factors contributing to the market failure, resulting in an 
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